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merciful character; others are useful for a variety of
subordinate purposes, as a pledge of the certainty of
particular promises, or as comforting good men, or as
edifying the Church. Nor must we overlook the moral
instruction conveyed in many, particularly in those
ascribed to Christ, the spiritual interpretation which
they will often bear, -and the exemplification which
they afford of particular doctrines.*

Accepting, then, what maybe called Hume's canon,
that no work can be reasonably ascribed to the agency of
God, which is altogether different from those ordinary
works from which our knowledge of Him is originally
obtained, I have shown that the Miracles of Scripture,
far from being exceptionable on that account, are
strongly recommended by their coincidence with what
we know from nature of His Providence and Moral
Attributes. That there are some few among them in
which this coincidence cannot be traced, it is not ne-
cessary to deny. As a whole they bear a determinate
and consistent character, being great and extraordi-
nary means for attaining a great, momentous, and
extraordinary object

I shall not, however, dismiss this criterion of the
antecedent probability of a Miracle with which Hume
has furnished us, without showing that it is more or
less detrimental to the pretensions of all professed
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